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please join 
The Friends of Hall’s Pond  

Nature Sanctuary 
for our 

ANNUAl mEETiNg

moNdAY, JUNE 6, 2011
5:30–6:30  

Tours of Hall’s Pond

7:00   
Annual Meeting 

at the home of Nancy and Ferris Hall, 
14 Amory St., Brookline

Brief business meeting followed  
by scrumptious refreshments !

Betsy Shure Gross  
and Ellen Forrester,  
Co-Presidents

After this long, 
snowy Winter, it is 

such a thrill to re-discover 
Spring and look forward 
to Summer at Hall’s 
Pond Nature Sanctuary.  
the Friends of Hall’s 
Pond Board of Directors 
and the town of 
Brookline Conservation 
Commission welcome our 
regular visitors home to 
the Sanctuary once again 

and we encourage new 
visitors to come again 
and again to this special 
urban resource.

We hope that you 
will take notice of the 
extraordinary work done 
after the two devastating 
storm episodes last 
Spring and Summer 
and join us in thanking 
the Conservation 
Commission and town 
Arborist, tree Warden 
and Conservation 
Administrator, tom 
Brady, for the quality of 
restoration performed in 

the wake of so much damage to the fabric of 
the Sanctuary. 

We also invite you to study the Hall’s 
Pond Nature Sanctuary Management Plan 
developed by the Conservation Commission 
and the friends which will now guide the 
work done by the town and all volunteers 
whose gift of time will be carefully directed by 
the Plan.

Please take the time to enjoy the results of 
the Photography Contest inside which was 
a component of the Celebration of the 35th 
Anniversary of the founding of the Friends 
of Hall’s Pond. the winning entries are 
featured on the Bulletin Board at the entrance 
to the Sanctuary and will also be exhibited 
in the windows of the Brookline Booksmith 
during the week of May 30.  Congratulations 
and abundant thanks to all who took part 
in the photography contest.  Come again, 
come often and photograph the Sanctuary 
in all seasons and submit your photographs 

Ferris Hall, founding  
FOHP Board member  

and longtime volunteer. 

Inside!
PhoToCoNTEST

Winners!
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“Look deep into Nature, and then you will understand everything better”

 —Albert Einstein

Community day
Overall, the weather cooperated on April 17th for 
the Annual Spring Community Day. Volunteers from 
Brookline High School, MIt epsilon theta fraternity, 
Friends, and local residents worked tirelessly under the 
sunny, windy conditions with the occasional light rain 
to remove trash and plant over 100 native plants in 
the wooded wetland area. 

the bulletin board at Hall’s Pond main entrance 
has a map of the town’s Management Plan for the 
Sanctuary. On your next visit, view the location for 
Map Zone 10 and 11 and see how the Vaccinium 

corymbosum (Highbush blueberry); Rhus aromatica 
(fragrant sumac); Osmunda regalis (royal fern); 
Osmunda cinnamomea (Cinnamon fern) and 
Smilacina racemosa (false Solomon Seal) are 
progressing.  

there was fun too for families with children. 
Christine Dean, environmental educator of Brookline 
recreation, read a story and then introduced an 
activity to learn about bird migration. the self-guided 
bird stations was also a delightful way to discover 

the wonders of Amory Woods section of Hall’s Pond 
Sanctuary. 

Please join us at our next Community Day. the 
Friends provide gloves, tools, and refreshments. No 
experience necessary. Meet at the main entrance of 
the Sanctuary, which is accessible by Amory field on 
Amory Street, Brookline. 

for more information, look for postings on the bulletin 
board or email: friendsofhallspond@gmail.com

Annual Fall Community day
SUNdAY, NovEmbER 20, 2011 

11:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m
Rain or Shine
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MIT students and Brookline High students planting.
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Volunteers taking a break.
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Christine Dean telling a story.

Team Spirit!

M
iC

h
A

El
 S

A
n

d
M

A
n

We’ll take all the help we can get. 
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“A lawn is nature under totalitarian rule”

 —Michael Pollan, 1991

Board Member Profile  
and Appreciation: 

Amy harmsworth-morrissey

By Barbara Mackey, Friends Member

eighteen-year old Amy Harmsworth-Morrissey has 
been a board member for all four of her high school 
years, but soon will be leaving the board when she 
starts college in the fall. She first visited Hall’s Pond as 
a young child with her late mother, Jill Harmsworth, 
which no doubt made for her significant connection to 
the sanctuary at an early age.

Amy follows her sister, Kate, as a high school member 
of the board, and over the years she has encouraged 
two of her friends to serve with her for various periods 
on the board.

exemplifying community stewardship, Amy has 
regularly rounded up high school friends for spring 
and fall work days, guiding them around the sanctuary 
and leading work crews.

the friends of Hall’s Pond will miss her next year and 
wishes Amy every success. She will always be welcome 
as a member of the fOHP Board. In college, Amy will 
study biology with a concentration on nutrition. 

in and Around the garden
By Ellen Forrester

Pontederia cordata (Pickerelweed)

the pickerelweed is a terrific perennial that can be 
found on the water’s edge.  It is known as an emergent 
aquatic because its leaves and flowers are above the 
water with stem and root below. In late spring a 
long spike emerges and blue tubular flowers bloom 
conspicuously and progressively from the bottom up. 
It is native to eastern North and South America and 
provides minor food for small mammals and water 
birds. It also attracts a great many dragonflies. Because 
it is typically found growing along quiet shallow 
water, as the common name suggests, this plant and 
the fish, occupy similar habitats. 

Celebrating spring in 2002, Amy and her mother,  
Jill Harmsworth, pose for photos despite the rain.

Amy Harmsworth-
Morrissey, a senior at 

Brookline High School, 
has been a member of 

the Friends of Hall’s 
Pond. board since her 

freshman year.
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Friends of Hall’s Pond
P H O T O  C O N T E S T

W I N N E R S
Congratulations 

and a big Thank You to all who entered 
your photographs and gave us unique views 

of our favorite urban nature sanctuary

David Altholz

Mimi Katz

Burt Goldfarb

Daniel Mirny

Gerry Kramer

Mimi Katz

Daniel Mirny David Lucal

David Lucal

Jennifer O'Donnell

Mimi Katz

Kathleen Harris

Charles Silverman

Charles Silverman

Kenneth Marquez

Jennifer O'Donnell

John Martino

David Lucal
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Catch Those Waves of  
Spring Migrants at Hall’s Pond

I believe a leaf of grass is no less than the journey-work of the stars.

 —Walt Whitman

By Fred Bouchard

It’s early on a gray chilly March 
morning and your backyard 
reporter is scribbling on his 
laptop as local birds go wild at 
the maples and feeders.

I’d not be out chillin’ with 
weeks left to winter—coffee mug 
steaming on the arbor table—
except for the robins. Yes, a 
visitation of robins—a dozen, 
one of them semi-leucistic (oddly white-plumaged)—
descended upon Coolidge Corner quiet with flutters 
and chirrups, driving me out to witness.

there they sit in the maple and bushes, puffing out 
their brick-red breasts like visiting dignitaries. (In 
fact, they’ve been here all winter, hunkering in roosts 
of a thousand or more in Arlington and Bedford, 

surviving on sumac, winterberry, 
togetherness, and sheer cussedness!)

A cooing dove (Mourning) greets 
the ringleader on my neighbor’s 
roof in a brief, mildly inquisitive 
encounter. Along the maple trunk 
two small woodpeckers (Downy), 
inspecting a potential nest-hole, are 
animated by the commotion, and a 
nuthatch (White-breasted) zooms 
in, adding a nasal 

hneeh. A brownish stirring in the 
weed-beds announces the covey of 
House Sparrows that flutters up 
to the wisteria, while behind the 
composter, on cue, spits the triple 
rattle of our chatterbox Carolina 

Wren: tea-ket-tle, tea-
ket-tle! Off-camera, 
other voices rend the 
sky: crows caw, geese 
honk indignantly, dueling 
cardinals out-wheet each 
other, jays creak down the 
block.

After two months’ snow-lock, it’s happening again. 
Birders know not to let your winter guard down, even 
if the first backyard migrants haven’t yet shown up. 
Wait: I speak too soon. for, there above the houses 
but way below Logan jetstreams, come the cracklings 
of a bouncing black-and-brown, loose-knit flock. It’s 
the vanguard of grackles and redwings! Wow, Spring 
really IS here…A look on the Pond should quickly 
affirm the rearrival of nesting Mallards and the Great 
Blue Heron, and the revival of e. Painted turtles.

from mid-April right through 
May, these year-round denizens 
(add titmice, pigeons, finches, 
chickadees) will be joined 
by mixed, passing waves of 
migrants. Main groups are: 

icterids (grackles, blackbirds, 
cowbirds, orioles), true (not 

House) sparrows (fox, Savannah, Swamp, White-
throated, White-crowned, Lincoln’s), warblers (over 
20, small and colorful with distinctive voices), vireos 
(like warblers, but larger and 
fewer), kinglets (ruby- and Golden-
crowned), swallows (Tree, Barn), 
flycatchers (Phoebe, Pewee, Least, 
Yellow-bellied). Some stay to breed, 

while others 
speed on to N. 
New england 
and Canada’s Maritimes (most 
warblers and vireos. Gregarious 
catbirds, for example, join fellow 
mimid Mockingbirds in-town, 

while the shyer Brown thrashers head for Plum 
Island. Bright-spots like Baltimore Orioles and Scarlet 
tanagers garner more notice than brown blending 
flycatchers; likewise busy-body House Wrens catch the 
eye sooner than shy skulking Lincoln’s Sparrows.

Dust off your guidebooks, breath-wipe your 
binoculars, and hit the trails: Hall’s Pond, emerald 
Necklace, Mount Auburn Cemetery. Go forth, 
welcome Spring!

American Robin

Northern Cardinal

Mourning Dove

White-throated  
Sparrow

White-crowned  
Sparrow

Tree Swallow

Carolina wren

Photos by Shawn Carey Migration Productions©
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Contribution Form

The Friends of Hall’s Pond was founded in 1976 by Josephine 
Albrecht and others who established a public private 
partnership: making a commitment to partner with the 
Brookline Conservation Commission as stewards of the 
newly acquired hall’s Pond nature Sanctuary. The Friends are 
committed to the maintenance, preservation and protection of 
this unique urban resource. Our initiatives include Community 
Work days, tending the Formal Garden and raising funds for 
the horticulture Fund. 

£ New MeMber          £ reNewal

name    (please print)

Address

City State Zip

Telephone

Email

aNNual Dues:    £ $15  INDIvIDual     £ $25  FaMIly

Additional Donation $           Amount enclosed $           

I am interested in:
£ Investing in the Horticulture fund
£ Community Work Days
£ Working in the formal Garden

Please make checks payable to  
The Friends of Hall’s Pond, Inc.

Send to:  
the friends of hall’s Pond  
PO Box 1844  
Brookline, MA 02446

We are always grateful for your generous support. 

for further information about membership, volunteering,  
or to contact the friends, please write or call:  
betsyshuregross@gmail.com or 617-731-1448. 
Our organization is interested in your communication and 
encourages your involvement.

The Friends of hall’s Pond is a 501(c)3 organization.

The poetry of the earth is never dead.

 —John Keats

Founder: 

Jo Albrecht
Co-Presidents: 

ellen forrester
Betsy Shure Gross

Treasurer: 

Joseph Collins

Friends of hall’s Pond 
boARd oF diRECToRS

Board Members:

fred Bouchard 
Harry Breger

Dana Brigham
frank Caro
Gail fenton
Matt Garvey

ferris Hall
Amy Harmsworth-

Morrissey
Chobee Hoy

Deanne Morse
Jen Moy

Janice Provencher

Deborah 
raptopoulos

Michael Sandman
Nan St. Goar
Bruce Wolff
Janet Wynn

mission Statement
The Friends of Hall’s Pond is dedicated to the preservation and 

protection of Hall’s Pond Sanctuary in Brookline, Massachusetts. 
Through the encouragement and coordination of volunteers in 
education, conservation and maintenance, the Friends seek to 

ensure a healthy future for this valuable urban resource.

Let us know if you’d prefer to receive your  Friends newsletter by e-mail

to friendsofhallspond@gmail.com for continuing 
publication in the Newsletter. 

We hope that you will enjoy the use of the Sanctuary, 
that you will join us as members, and that together we 
can continue to fulfill our mission of the preservation, 
protection and enhancement of the Hall’s Pond Nature 
Sanctuary. 

Continued from page 1
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Say goodbye to another old friend. The Town of Brookline, 
working with the Friends, will be planting several new trees 
of various species. 
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June, 2010


